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Stryker ambulance gets there first with most  
 
As the Army transforms its vehicle inventory for the Interim Brigade Combat Teams, 
team medics will receive their new evacuation vehicles early next year. The medical 
variant of the Stryker Interim Armored Vehicle has the mobility and ability to keep up 
with the forces, instead of lagging one to two hours behind the forces as in Desert Storm. 
The vehicle can evacuate four litter patients or six ambulatory patients while its crew of 
three medics provides basic medical care. The first five Stryker ambulances rolled off the 
assembly line in late fall. They are being tested at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., and 
Yuma Proving Ground, Ariz., before delivery to the Stryker Brigade Combat Team at 
Fort Lewis, Wash., in March. Fully equipping an entire Brigade Combat Team will 
require 17 Stryker ambulances. (With a sidebar on Stryker statistics.) 
 
WRAIR tests malaria vaccine in Kenya 
 
When mosquitos in Virginia tested positive for malaria this fall, the disease got closer to 
home for many. But not for researchers at Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, who 
have studied the parasite for decades to find a vaccine for soldiers. Soldiers typically go 
to areas where health care breaks down and malaria increases. The military fights malaria 
with physical and chemical measures, such as mosquito nets, insecticide and repellents, 
but such measures have limits with mobile forces. Drugs need to be restocked and leaders 
must ensure that service members take them. So a better way to protect soldiers is to 
develop a vaccine. One malaria vaccine candidate, called MSP-1, is undergoing a four-
year development in Kenya. MSP-1 was developed by WRAIR scientists Drs. Jeff Lyon 
and Evelina Angov. The first in a series of African trials is progressing well. WRAIR is 
working with Army Medical Research Unit-Kenya, the Malaria Vaccine Initiative (MVI),  
Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) and Agency for International Development. 
 
Scientists scale Pike’s Peak for knowledge  
 
Scaling new heights in science takes on a whole new meaning each summer for Army 
Research Institute of Environmental Medicine (USARIEM) scientists who travel to 
Colorado and test how environmental factors, such as cold and altitude, affect soldiers' 
performance. At the 14,110-foot summit of Pike's Peak, in the John Maher Memorial 
Laboratory, a team from USARIEM annually conducts studies with volunteers in July 
and August. With data in hand, researchers return to their home laboratory, interpret the 
results and then disseminate them through published journals, reports and papers. 
Other important stories in the December Mercury include: 



 
   Whatever the Army does in 2003, the AMEDD will be there, writes LTG James B. 
Peake, Army Surgeon General and MEDCOM commander. Everywhere he goes, Peake 
says, officers and NCOs praise the care they and their soldiers get from AMEDD people.  
 
     AMEDD lieutenants in the Nurse, Medical Service and Medical Specialist Corps will 
become captains faster, say personnel officials at Office of The Surgeon General. 
 
     Military and civilian emergency personnel from about a hundred agencies improve 
their ability to deal with weapons of mass destruction in Fort Gordon, Ga., exercise. 
 
     Army Reserve dental unit from California supplements overtaxed dental clinic at Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, for third year. 
 
     SFC Victor Andersen had never seen a donkey bite before, so at first he couldn't 
identify the wound on a young boy in Afghanistan. The Special Forces medical sergeant, 
a member of 96th Civil Affairs Battalion, Fort Bragg, N.C., saw “a hundred years’ worth 
of change” during his tour in Afghanistan in terms of medical care for civilians. 
 
      Army nurse LTC Patricia Horoho is among 15 nurses nationwide named as Nurse 
Heroes by the American Red Cross and the journal Nursing Spectrum. Horoho was cited 
for her role in responding to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack on the Pentagon. 
 
      SFC Javier Bedoya of Walter Reed Army Medical Center is named MEDCOM Career 
Counselor of the Year, and SSG Eulalie Joseph of Fort Benning, Ga., DENTAC is named 
MEDCOM Reenlistment NCO of the Year. 
 
      Three-year “Medics of the Coldest War” series about Army Medicine in the Korean 
War continues with first of several chapters about Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals. 
 
      Deployment stress doesn’t end when the soldier comes home. In an article from the 
Fort Benning, Ga., newspaper, an Army psychologist explains the variety of the reunion 
challenges and some of the lessons learned on how families can deal with them. 
 
      Louse infestation is unpleasant but can be cured, writes a U.S. Army Center for Health 
Promotion and Preventive Medicine expert, who also offers prevention tips. 
 
     Photos: CPT Mark Dierberger of 109th Medical Detachment (Veterinary Services) 
checks explosive-sniffing dog in Afghanistan; soldiers from DeWitt Army Community 
Hospital post colors in the Office of The Surgeon General’s first retreat ceremony; 
medics in emergency care center at Moncrief Army Community Hospital treat minor 
“injuries” during mass-casualty exercise at Fort Jackson, S.C.; view through night-vision 
device shows medic at Fort Campbell, Ky., demonstrating care on a casualty simulator. 
 
     Commentary: “Deadly mix: alcohol, drugs, marital problems lead soldier to consider 
ending it all,” by SPC Robert Fox, who almost lost his best friend to suicide. 


